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is confined to this point alone, and is commonly not extended to the larger philosophic implications of their decision. Effectively, therefore, the point at issue is decided exclusively on its own merits by a group of impartial and highly-trained observers, who sum up among themselves the entire knowledge available to humanity on the point at issue, and who are not liable to be much affected by those collateral issues which excite such deep prejudice among the ignorant public. The biologists decided on the truth of an evolution theory, and the controversy then died out. Materialism emerged triumphant from the dispute; spiritualism was correspondingly narrowed and depressed.
Within the last few years the great dispute of philosophy has once again been concentrated on one problem, whose solution lies within the range of a single science. The science to which I refer is physiology, and the problem is that of mechanism v. vitalism. I am, of course, very far indeed from suggesting that this problem is new, for it is at least as old as the dispute on evolution. Both problems throw back roots for several centuries, and were half discerned even by ancient philosophy. But their prominence in men's minds has constantly been altering, according to the temporary phases of materialistic progress. Whereas last century the evolution theory rose to the highest point of public interest, and was then settled for all time, so now the discussion of vitalism has acquired an exceptional interest, if not for the general public, at least for physiologists and psychologists; and the universal acceptance of the mechanistic solution cannot long be delayed. When once this is achieved, the ultimate victory of materialism will be immensely accelerated.
For the purposes of this work, the only branch of physiology requiring attention is the physiology of the nervous system, for it is only in this branch that any remnants of vitalism survive. There was a time when all the functions of the body were set down to supernatural agency or direction. Such, for instance, was the case with the production of
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